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Fktoyor , he : Weak: pfis plat "the. 
- Juſtices. with the capital. ww : 
_ inferiour Burgeſſesof the Bur fy 
rough of Taunton: Saint. Mary ] 
| gy and St. James's; 1h} 
the C -ouncy of ' Somerſe f. M 


F- Gentlemen', "4 
Ere I accountable- to any. : 
| how I . paſs my: time here] 


*t were certainly to you, who; 4 
Ks know that I was not one of: 
' [the idleſt at home, wherefore perro 
{- Þ ſatisfy you, the following Manual 1 tool «| 
/ [the painsto tranſlate out of French, th 
-_ | contents of which , as theyare anives 
# Jfally neceſſary , are deſign'dfer all, but 
* dedicated to your ſelves, as perfor] 
' [much morcin need of it , as you are pubs? 
Jlique Perſons , and called to ſhew-your, SG 
2 Jabilities or defets more than your. | 
A Neighbours ; ; Andif any member of our | } 
| he palitic,thinks bimſelf ſcandalized; | - --} 
A 2 4:4 that he's roo wiſe totake the Coun-! "4 
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Soto? 1 if go oe _ 65s ofie 
Valk cbs l > be to all-F 

fn ee in the peruſal, as1 
-. . hid+ which encourayed: me to tranſlate. 
= hould be glad of any opportunity 
7s ag ee zeablero the following Maxims, to 
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x WW; bop ſince , Thotinus b4 
x hat you ad me' the Sopagh m 
EIS pity me , and to feel for wie 
Smt 1he Pains of my Soltuar] have, 
ofren taken the liberty to anſwer you, that"; 
it is 10, ms no. great misfortune to be uns J 
" hayv "permit me-'to teſtify to you this 7 z 
Ing. that I should be to blame to tire: 
tf, 4nd chat T have here company , Pe 
is well borth all other that I Should ”, 
able to fee. "3 
1 can:at leaft aſſure you , that nine | a 
our\ connerſations , the ſad ſpettacles, and 
alfrightful ſilence of the deſert, Where for= _ | 
tune yetkeeps nie, doth not hinder. that. 
the-hours do not paſi there very faify. 
ana that time were one of che F5ANGe which >. 
tt'Reare Wanting, 
It #6 eaſy far youto judge ,* that Fl pag 
of Solomon. You know that formerly "7 , 
did comfort my ſelf in Books : you are 
{about 0 fee in the writing that Ifendl : 
ou ,. that Timploy my ſelf now toexplanh 
them; and to. endeavour by my-rofle=" - 
lions \to make the wiſe. men-of- eh SD 
Aq.- Farid Dy . 
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© anebs of it immediately 4t the en- 
ns ito this Solitude where I am, All 
| elancholic as it is, or as it appears t0 
10ur byes 3; Thnow nothing more commo- 
aions, for a man who would buſy his 
. Thoughts , or meditare on the writings 
| of this learned Prince. I ſay tt, becauſe 


 'T believe that T read lately, that Wif- 
| glom who diftated theſe Proverbs when 


| 5t was ſolitary, explains them. not, but 
; £0 perſons who are ſo alſo » and who go to 


| 85k. it z as be did', mm places where: 


' one hears no nelvs of the Creature', 
mor any noife capable of troubling the 
; atrention, and the pleaſure of thoſe that 
| Hearken. 
Solomon lovedto be alone, as much as 
the Princes. of bis Court tobe near him , 
wi to: hear him ſpeak. The time t0 


6 
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ofter the labours. of theday, weary of 


E- ; the affairs , of the honours , and the noiſes 


"the World, he could: retire himſelf 


from the * fe hr of company, and when 
he 


*Dhich bis deffres » bired was »* When 


| "ThePreface.. ...- 
be went to entertam himfe If» with 6 & 
in 4 Country-houſe called Heirs wy ; 
enongh to the City, © nd, 
It pleaſed him more*then apy of the'® = 
ON Royal Houſes, becauſfe' that beftder* he 
”- magnificencesy and the riches zdted" 
the hands of ' men , there were" great 
8 Woods, with Rocks and SYFcamr- and. 
fe other workmanship of nature y. proper ts. 
if raife bs fpirit to Heaven, and to wa 
bins remember eternity, 
Hy Ir mas in this fately Wha: YTB 
'0f fight of 'the-beauties off God, that "his 1 
nel contemplations -diſclofed to him 3 5 That: 
7} he conceived Juch great contempts of 168- 
beauty of mortal things ; and that” 
afrer rhe other* complaints that” te” 
made, againſt 'the' treacheries of t T- 
promiſes and' their flatteries , he ſang” 
this famous-' Song, that the Caves yp 
2} the Waters 'of 'tis palace firſt heard, but 
Wits eccho''s have been: fince beard jhrou þa 
of Þ omr;" and shall be made to reſound, OVEN, 
/es robe end of ages , | Vanitas vanſtorgDas 2 
cun&ta vihitas-- 20 
\The moral. and politic {mari 
45 
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Eo. j fheprefice. 
1 et I bis Book of the Proverbs is filed, 
'E T1 wo thoſe which the Son of Syrach bas | 
8 4 &5 1* brought together and kept by bis care,were 
2 d.- *\ born; in.the ſame ſolitude where ſilence and 
BE eranguiliey. belp'd chem into the World: 
| WE: it is withont doubt, That ro theſe || 
vout walks, that the univerſe is obliged 
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a z nd 
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| Ts gone 4 ont of the Pen of bis learned Prince, 
F-;which have enlightned all Nations 1 
| 2 7 have choſen among | theſe ſentences , thoſe 
i = of which I believed I tould be able 10 
elp my ſelf, in working at_my deſigu , 
Ef ich is to draw from their: Texts , ſub- 
2 2505 of meditation , proper for perſons 
pySo Would live amongſt the Laws of Con- || 
ER/cerce and Prudence, and condutt theme: 
Er % ty $44 inthe various pecaſtons of a || * 
| g ; 
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+1 WTYY z little peece 4s it appears. if 
EI bad had 4 little more leaſure and 
4 7 #4 He mare light, perhaps it should have.: 
q beat bigger : But zo [ay w with an Ancient » |” 
3 *; 's þ [more of one andthe other, in ſtead. 

- + f enlorgingst should endeavour to shorten 
| #t 5: 
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" The Preface” T 
it , and Is hould remember What one of tbe +8 
beſt Writing-Maſfters of our time told * x 

me That to excell inthe Art of writing --- 
well, it is neceſſary to be ableto blor {MY 
wer out. | 

: This thowght ts not only his ,1T obſerve; ; 
it is common to the Maſters of every Art 
and. Science,” and that it keeps tven the 
firſt rank among their Maxims. 

When they are willing, that what they 
ao sbhould be their Mafter-piece , all their 
induſtry is imployed to make it paſi well 
into the Spirit and to leave there bus little 
marer. - 

Fa Force and delicacy are he perfedtions of - 

= 7 works : that of 4 Book ts ſoveraign | 

1. | when it can be readin few hours , and that 

= it can yot be read. nar medicated cnougy _ 

| in many years, | | 
if Moc Tryvh , few Words \ WAs here = 

id tofore the #evice of 4 preat' Divine; very 

ve lgreat inthat » but infinitely lofi than God, 

PE who encloſerh infinite truths in one tiord 0 

of alone x7 and who ſaith all that can be ſaidto | 

_ cernity , When be pronounceth his word. - + 
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=; - The Book is divided mio 10 Party. | 
| The: Firſt, divided into 4. Articles con- | 
 . tains Maxims neceſfarytor a Man to | 
* _ demeanhimſelf well, 
[2 3% *Firſt of all, arethe Maxims neceſſary Ri 
# WW: theCondud of the Confci Cience... 
"Secondly »  Maxims neceſſary for the 
= Conductofthe Wit, | 
"He4 for the Conduct of the. Hear 
F andPaſfions,. Aa er | 
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BE: ZFourthly , for governing theTongue., 
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The "TAE Paid; conta;hd «abſt Mas 
1 -xims fora Mans wiſe Conqu&, in re- 
WE rd to bis family and other perſons. x 
AF Wiſe, Children, Servants; Friends 
Dd "aveEnennes are e the Atricletwhich 
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; ARTICLE 1 'Y 
* | For the Condu&t of the.Conſtienee. 4 ; 
ps I {GY . 
Ty FIRST MAXIM: | 
of making many Books thereisnoend, Fr 5d 
1 hear theconcluſion of the whole. matter.Fea 2 
OE | God and keep his Commandmens ;this is th 
xt whole duty of Man » Eccleſ. 2c. 
iN PARAPHARASE., 
2 "Uch is the Counſel thar SP 
a and many. are the Books 1 # 
. tare written to hel 
< p 7 and to, ender hy 
as | | opera perfe 
E- | "Yvidoin has but one word av 
+5 an this word -is, the Compendium of all 


4; that-wiſE Men have faid, he 00 
h that; which.its ſelf fad tides, th 
nr ning of ages. It hath never 

ever writ, but to make Men, 
| howto. love Godand obe NG this 
| 1$to be the whole duty of Man... "9 = 
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REFLECTION. © 


, d r 7 Hbn the Citator\fSrmed' the proj olh 
j W ofour,nature, and.that heconceiy'd 
tf © © Idea of Man, as he pretended that this 
2s the chicfand moſt excellent Piece, he 
conceived not onely a Body and a Soul. -- 
3 - Hefaw well, that as the Body ſeparated. 
n om the Soul would! be but rottenneſs , c- 
ts ſo the Soul ſeperated from God would 
5 an nother deformity”, infinitely more 
bridt phe and nitead ofthe beirig chief of 
work he contr ived he Shoald but make 
4m :monſter- - - Y . : 
Z Not.to fail inhis deſign, at the fame time 
Lhe J 2 the Body with the Soul, he 
zed thatit was neceſfary tojoyn theSoul 
bh God 7 DCE means of Grace, _andhe 
ths $Gracc enjtted into his work- 
X SAS topetaer WEre 


ment ant! ant! Gontider nt «HS 
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on 4 BS od mhen he propoſe to him- 
E Theeting; of free fodifferent -- 
rm wah fthe chief of his * 
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wte's reprobation and firi> The B 
ye om. tlie 00% thre? death. uk 2 
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Soul ſep Cd, from pr M Poke "Ft k. 
Grace cus is Hell. Three Ob etts. of hor-- 
rour or of feat. Rejoyn theſe, and ma bt I 
one., they are thre celeſtial beauties. x 40d * 3 
the three greateſt miracles of divine power © 

united me pre, that is Man. + TineDene 


koc elf 0171s Homo, RE bectedd MERE 
1 LETT , 
27 MAXINE,” car Þ 


Let #/y aide be i in thefeir of the Lind F: | id 
cl! thy, communication in the precepts. the -: 


moſt High. Ecclel. 9.. Wb 
.. PARAPHR ASE. -*a 


F Stablish your Honour: by: Fake... God, Y 
and being faithful tohin,, IfFyou would = 
that Men should' look 6nyou- withie _ "2 
and cſteem.and always ſte on YOUr CE 
NARCE, thatmodefſty;, /and-in:  EQUAUEL -- 
. that. forge and. tranquility; 0 init men -1 
. faiſesaman-above othermeny hayoalways-4 
in your. {elf ſome thought-of the ge 
of the' Creator and his eternal pi 10 Sy 2 
and. accaſtome your heart nottorclyebuy. 
on him inline. Ley ;nsand hopes, Drakes Ws 


6:1 1 REFLECTION: "2 


| Ds. not as the vroad Is timore 
0: , Who is achamed mins 


A HOW God, gl gt rio 
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| "2 "The Councils of Wiſdom. 
#decatl ele fa and worship him , and 
- wt o eliaheth his honour by making 
> Take you end (in forming your opinions 
© and Maxims) of taking for a man of nobili- 
Foe greatneſs, your being leſs wiſe then 
- others: And do notbelieve a foll ly that' 1s 
| particular tobe more.worth then Wiſdom 
Let s common. Ifbecauſe yg@are noble, 
painful to you,” todo what mean people 
= "That which is good, you ought todo 
tter then they. 
Do not imitate his devotion, ſurpaſs i it. 
-D 5 not follow him inthe ways of falvati- - 
Fon, and in the exerciſe of righteauſneſs and 
E holineſs . have regard to your condition: 
6 March fir{t', 'and ſerve as an example.” 
EY ages your rank in the Churches, permit 
- - "ooh any $hould be more devout, nor 
vmodeſtthen you: Since-you are firſt 
qinlity your place before the Altars and 
Fw miprte acres, 'is to bEmore near to 
| Goa, 'and the-more raiſed by Prayer. 
*Retnember that you'have no ſurer means 
L40put your Telf above this croud of little 
es ple, thet-to-abaſe your ſeifmore then 
whey. before this PO MAY » » and t6 
ad e himmore PURE: _ 
g "gra IX) 4, ds 4&:J 
[A os js £1 8 Rag | 
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"for the Condutl of the Conſtience, : k &. FE 


II. MAXIM. © ; = 
Vanity of vanities, allts vanity and vexation q 


of ſpirit, Ecclef. þ$ 
PARAPHRASE. 


Y Ou muſt love nothing but Univerſe } 
God. The true good and VaBiras.. 

"uR ery , 1s not to be * 
found, but inhimalone: The good. ai 
pears before our eyes decejves us, it is no. 4 

ing but illuſion and vanity. And this falſe | 

and apparent good , becomes a real evil, as 
wo As it pleaſes us and that we "POO to. 
ove it, 


REFLECTION. 


Ll the felicities gf this life are vainand © 
deceitful. When they preſent them | x 
ſelves tous,we take them for ſtable and-im=- 
moveable thin 098: Our heart being drawn by 
this appearance, ſtretcheth out its armsand_ 
blindly ' faftens its ſelf unto. them-\, pro" 
ſifing its ſelf eternal pleaſures in poſlefling 
them. 

But it ts to embrace runnin waterfion 
the hour that webegin to poſle Entity they A 
begin to run away from us. - During eng- 
bracements and/joys,and amidit oar nee 
promiſes and hopes ofan inſeperable tye , * 
they eſcape from between our hands and 


Ee c <1 "Thy. | ; of Wiſtons | 
- GONt: nue their courſe: we eontinue ours 
So ind we quit our ſelves: wego.; cxch where 

" our deſtiny calls us., and where time leads ' 

FF :" "They to nothing, we'todeath. . 
 Timegoes apace, and theendis near;it is 
| not far between the pleaſures ofa moment - 

-and the tears ofcternity. Theſe long years 

_. that we figure between the two,are very of- 
- tentbuta night.” Perhaps thoſe who'shall ſte 
, - us Mares evening ſettled in a high'and power- 

ftune ; will find us next morning bu- 
| Hed in its ruines. 
**'To day, proſperity, health, riches and he: 

L | ours : Fo morrow, all theſe vanities in the 
Ez ir, wind and ſinoak, our Bodyina Tomb, + 
_ ourSoul in anotherWorld, there to tament; 

- andito 79 eternally ; but too late, Uni verſa 
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eſt reaſon we ought 
retire. to contemne theſe runagate fe- 
| lit Ffor,confiſts in this wordYantes.God 
one is the true;Good, ercated goods arc 
1e produQions and $hadows of this eſſen- 
** and Infinite Good. Conſider, and open ſt 
& youreyes. You are rich : but if God with- Pp: 
draws himſelf from your.heart , what re- || tc 
ſins and of what do you boaſt ? ſc 
To be heir and maſter ofthe chadow of | p: 
patout, without having any tight tothe, | fi 
and without being able ftogointoit, || uj 


pEennony and what ſort of inheri- + 
-* y tance . 
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4 for the Crndutt of the Conſcience. 


tance is this fora man? T'o be Maſterof'a + 
Treaſure or a Revenue ; -Maſter of a King- 
dom-, an Empire, a part ofthe World, the+--3 
whole World , & all the appearances of © 


g00d; Poſſeſs all the shadows of God.all his 


\ works, all his gifts, but without poſſeſſing 
of himſelf, What a poſſeſſion 1s this fora 
Soul who breaths after the true Good, and 


- who cannot be filled or ſatisfied but by him : 


© The worſt of it is, that theſe shadowgs of 
the Creator, theſe Riches and Magnificen: 
ces which are about us, are not in us. -Gold 
and Silver enter into the Houſes, Pleaſures 
enter into your eyes and ſenſes, but they pals 
no further, they, never arrive ſo far as: the 
Spirit , nor there where your greateſt needs 
and immortal defires are, they ſend there” 


. x 


only their figure:Of ſh many felicities heap-.,+ 
ed: round about you, and kept. together 
with ſo much pain, their shadow alone 1s | 


the share that belongs to'your heart. __ +. 
Meditate little, and if you. canunder- 
ſtand the cries & complaints, which dur 


paſtime and pleaſure reſound from the bot-' 
tome of this miſerable heart, bewail your” 
ſelves, and confeſs that it is worthy of com-* - 3 


4S 


paſſion. So long as-it hath ſearched eyer; 


ince its birth,and that without ceaſing,with 5 4 
utmoſt. defires, it asks the Truth of truthst0,,uf 
{| be happy,not to find in himſelfbut this vani- 
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ous DS an «op 
= ty of vanities, this shadow ofshadows, this 
, mape of appearances and illuſions. FVanitas 
F  wanitatum , & affii4iofpiritus. : 
* Tocomfort it, do notdiret&t it to its ſelf ; 
And hope not to give it reſt, and to render it 
-- happy by the Maxims of Pride and the Phi- 
loſophy of the Word. "We 
It know well, that human 
* Sapiens ad bea- 'wildom and the policy of 
te vivendym._ſe ſelf love;would thata man 
iſo _ contenius to be happy,should renoun- 
. off. Seneca. ce both Creator;and Crea- 
 * Nu/lam ſuipar- tures and ſeek no other 
: - tewextraſeque- happineſs, then to be to 
- Ti. Travſivi ad. himfelf, to enjoy his own 
. contemplandam entertainmeuts : That this 
E ſapientiam locus poſſeſſion were the trueFe- || 
-  Fus que. cum licity, &to pleaſe a mans '} 
"*| mex;e mes arim- ſelfa better fortune then to | * 
F. advert; Eccl 2. pleaſe Kings and Angels. 
E But aximadverti quod hoc quoque efſtt va- || 
| Bias. TT Re | 4 
- "Remember that ſince your Spirit is the }| | 
molt perfe& and nobleſt Image of the firſt Þ - 
E- Being, when it is deprived of grace; it 1s the | 
E yileſt of vanities. All that is vaſt enough and 
” capable of containing God , cannot be ſepe- 
+ rated from God, but muſt be ſo void as od 
£5” Thar is to fay.that when ourSoul is redu- 
cedtoloye. nothing , nor poſleſs any vay 
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_ - for the Conduttof the Conſcernce. 2-33 
but its ſelf: The greatneſs of this ſpiritual” =: 
' and immortal Soul, is no other thing but an 3 
immenſeprivation and endleſs grief. X 
Our Soul is ſo divine a thing and ſo excel- _ . + 
lent, that aſſoon as God is no more with it, . ? 
it becomes, what they call damhation, and * 
is its own hell. BR, C 01> = 
The difference between two ſinfulSouls, 
the one danined, andthe oth:r living upon 
the Earth and encloſed in a Body, 1s this, _ 
that one ſees its ſelf clearlyand feels the.ſub- 
ſtance which isits evil; and the other nei- 
ther yet ſees or feels it: ; 1:57.30 ofa 
|  Whenthat your Soul ſeperated fromGod 
F byſin;, and from thence infinitly unhappy, 
Shall feel its ſelf,and ſee it ſelf by the firezthe _ : 
* [| motions of his deſpair and the cries of his. 
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'N fairy of friends hips o. as in thoſe 
' 2 of State , the leaſt and lighteſt indiſcre- 
FE: ions of the Lang pet are _irremiſhble crimes. 
”- Their Secretign iousorder > who have 
"2 O Pa rdor pk fates -nor pity for penitents, ® 
- They punish thoſe fiults, afrer the moſtxer- 
rr weamerety moſt tobe feared of aman, 
AMOS of ſentiment or an heart. 
Which is, That they never.give bim! any 
occaſion to fall again, | 
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TE. in an ill Bonk) whave 
"Hp Wo Sana) to GP ought te your Friend in 
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| os , 207 de= "" NOt Of re- eſtablishing your 
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memory of a bloudy quarrel. - . 
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able eivve caſt. in... 
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LASSO or:to teſtify any contempter | 
bim, ortoa apes proud in his preſence, or | 
in fine, .to declare his ſecrets, or =1 i 
bim in-any-bufineſs. where he puts.co 3 
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man cant bear. S 

 Nature-and Fortune which might render E 
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to be contemned for the Glory: of Goa, Ido 
"DX kirow, thar many ioyerboſe bowever, / 
that dv contetmn them. - YOU 
HZ XV MAXI | 4 
| Onemen brirethbatred he's, py the JA WL and 
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"Fs Peace » .and eftablish yourſhap 
pinefs, 'by ſo: doing, as that nof bing” 
way trouble you , and that you'may n n ec. 
obliged to defend your letf., nor toe Mn ma + 
plain of any body. Bs 
41t isnot ſo-hon rable-to overcome; of 
ras not to have d men.and Beaſt 
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e ſecond -belongs .onty to men. 
Divine and heavenly nature. 
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-t6us', to overthrow their boyſe and forma 
then to ſweeter) their anger ; "and Þ 
cares we take,to gain onthem in ourp oft» ; 
let us employ to gain their hearts ' Y Re m_ Ta 
Let us not undertake the cauſing thents- 
bt .Ler us alpice to.a More. illus 
, to do. Oasthatit ight of 
fefvesr chey maj love us'> an = 
ſelves for having disvbliged us, I 
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and let NG them ſee by oi w9e. 
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